May Teaching Theme: The Book of Ruth/Pentecost

W &R Speaker: George Wong

BB Topic: Honoring Your Parents/The Spirit Breaking Barriers
£ 3 Scripture: See Question 1

Monthly Theme: This month, we will begin transitioning from Easter Season (Ressurection
Season) to the time of Pentecost on the Church calendar (May 23rd this year). In light of
“Mother’s Day,” George Wong spoke on the vital topic of honoring one’s parents. This week we
will spend some time reflecting on the practical application of honoring one’s parents.

F A May: f f]&iZF &i Pentecost Season

May 2nd — &S50 4: HRERs2 A E T M Ruth 4: Reversal, Restoration. Resurrection

May 9th — ZREEFERR A EEEE The Spirit Breaking Barriers [E B #& Church of All People] ( {£1E
T1# Acts 10)

May 16th — £ ¥ FX_Ascension of the Lord ({$£4T{& Acts 1:1-11, %& Psalm 47)

May 23rd — F A] & Pentecost (FIREE Leviticus 23:15-21, 4£1T{# Acts 2) (F A& Pentecost)
May 30th — E 4 Born Again (¥9#if8 & John 3:1-21)

Resources:
Sermon Video

Discussion Questions (Pastor William R. Horne):
(1) Read the following passages. After each passage discuss what this adds to your
understanding of “Honoring Your Parents.”
(a) Deuteronomy 5:16
(b) Ephesians 6:1-4
(c) Genesis 2:24 & Matthew 19:3-6
(d) Mark 3:20-35
(e) Mark 7:5-13
(2) What do you believe it looks like, as a Christian, to honor your parents? How does it look
to honor our parents in situations where their wishes conflict with the Christian life?
(3) If you are a parent, how can we be parents who are worthy of honor and don’t, as Paul
says, “provoke our children to anger”?
(4) What is one practical thing you can do this week to love and honor your parents?
(Consider your own cultural context, when thinking through this question)

Important Notes (Pastor William R. Horne):
Notes on Q1: It is clear from the Biblical text that “Honoring One’s Parents” is both important
and nuanced.

- Deuteronomy 5:16: Here we see honoring one’s parents is not a minor issue, but part of
the Ten Commandments. The idea of “Honor” includes both not doing anything that
would be disrespectful or harmful to our parents and acting positively for their good.
“Honor” also requires one to protect their parents dignity and recongize their parents
wisdom.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x6xRqtzK73U

- Ephesians 6:1-4: Here the command to “obey your parents” is paired with the charge to
keep from “exasperating” or “frustrating” your children. In this regard, the Scripture
significantly limits a parents power by places responsiblity on both children and parents
in their relationship to one another. (See Notes on Q3 for more thoughts).

- Genesis 2:24 & Matthew 19:3-6: Here we see a priority of the marriage relationship over
the parental relationship, in the children “leaving the father and mother” when they are
married. Now, this does not mean that one is no longer require to “honor” one’s parents
but the relationship and authority is changed dramatically.

- Mark 3:20-35: For our purposes, this passage let’s us know that the Kingdom of God and
obedience to God takes priority over obedience and allegiance to parents. We are first to
honor and obey God, then honor and obey parents.

- Mark 7:5-13: As we saw in the previous passage, our biological family is secondary to
the Kingdom of God and our ultimate allegaince is to King Jesus. This, however, does
not mean that we can use religion as an excuse for not obeying the command to honor
our parents. There are times that we might need to disobey our parents to obey God, but
the conflict between the two must be genuine for us to make such a decision. “Corban”
was a tradition that allowed individuals to dedicate an item to God'’s use in the temple.
Items declared “Corban” could not be used for other purposes, so children could declare
a property or funds “Corban,” thus keeping those things from needy parents. Jesus
condemning the abuse of “Corban” calls us to exercise great care before assuming our
parents orders conflict with God’s orders.

Notes on Q2: In our context, Chinese culture and modern Western culture take two extremes on
“honoring one’s parents.” In Chinese culture (and other Asian & African cultures), under the
influence of Confucius’s teachings on filial piety and hierarchy, duty and obligation to parents
and elders are at the top of the list for decision making. Those in this cultural setting, recognize
and accept this social responsibility and operate from it. In Western cultures, an individual’s
“self-actualization and self-understanding” is of the highest priority and influence on decision
making.

As Greg Jao helpfully framed it, for those culturally Asain, “love requires that they play an active
and influential role in [a child’s] decision making.” In contrast, for those culturally Western, “love
requires they encourage autonomy and self-fulfillment.” True love to a Western would
encourage individual choice. These two cultural extremes can help us get a glimpse of the
struggle of the youth in our church who are in many ways “between two worlds.”

The Biblical model is probably somewhere between these two cultural extremes, making the
Christian idea of “Honoring One’s Parents” rather complex and nuanced.

Notes on Q3: The Bible balances its commands to “Honor/Obey your parents” with the
assumption that a parent’s instruction is wise, biblical, and gentle. Paul tells us in Ephesians 6:4
to not “provoke our kids to anger” or “exasperate our children.” Similarly, in Colossians 3:21,
Paul tells us as parents to not “embitter” or “discourage” our children. “According to Paul, a



parent’s commands not only must comport with Scripture but also must be sensitive to the
emotional impact of the commands on the child.” (Greg Jao).

Sermon Summary (Elder Yin):
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Honor your parents from the Biblical perspective

Pastor Huang

In the Bible there is no division between mom and dad, there are three times more mention of father than
mom in the Bible.

So honor both mom and dad

Exodus 20:12 honor your father and mother, that your days may be long in the land which Yahweh gives to
you.



Ten Commandments

First 4 are about to pay honor to God

The next 6 are about the moral responsibility to each other, inter-personal relationships

#5 is our focus today, to honor your father and mother

It is the first one of the six, to honor parents is ahead of the rest of five, before mentioning killing, lying etc.
In our Chinese tradition, we put this honor on top of other responsibilities

It is considered worse than animals if we don't

Other religions know this, should we Christians be more than them?!

We take care of our parents when they are alive, not after they pass away

Role model examples in the Bible

"But Ruth replied, "Don't urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go | will go, and where
you stay | will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. Where you die | will die, and there
| will be buried. May the Lord deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even death separates you and me."
Ruth 1:16-17 NIV

In the OT, Ruth

1)Gave up her freedom, chance to remarry

2)Gave up a familiar comfortable living environment

3)Accept lonely life

Six sameness

1)Same mind, with her mother in law

2)Walk together, wherever you go | will

Nowadays children don't like to walk with parent

3)Live together, none wants to live under the same roof with our parents

Keep our parents with us, take care of them, invite them to live with us, in hospitality

Today we need modern Ruth

4)Same nation, give up her nationality, her familiar language, culture, to face the unknown,

5)Same God, chose the Lord of Naomi. The failure of king Solomon was to let the princesses he married
kept their idolatry worship

Your God will be my God

6)Die together, bury at the same place

Ruth even swear for severe punishment from Yahweh if she did honor Naomi

In NT Jesus is our role model

Mat 19:19, Mark 10:19, Luke 18:20—honor your parents.

Some said Jesus started his ministry at 30, because he paid his piety first to his father. He asked John to
take care of Mary his mother on the cross.

John 19:26-27

Learn from Jesus!

Biblical teaching about honoring

1. Take care of them.

Corban is just put money in the temple, yet still have right to use the money, it's not tithe

Mark 7:11-13a Jesus scolded Pharisees, who paid their tithes but neglected parents.

Cannot treat parents like a basketball, only keep three seconds long, throw it to other siblings

But treat parents like football €, hold on tightly, not let it go. Initiate and invite parents to live with us,
keep them, let them feel safe, sense of security, reassure them everyday



1 Timothy 5:8 "Anyone who does not provide for their relatives, and especially for their own household,
has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever."
1 Timothy 5:8 NIV

2. Obey parents in the lord

Proverbs 1:6

"Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right."

Ephesians 6:1 NIV

Many teachings from our parents align with biblical teachings

What about unbelieving parents ask Christian kids do not believe Jesus, do not go to church? Pastor
Huang was from an idol worshiping family, mom scolded him daily. But he listened to mom on other
aspects of life and honored her, as a good testimony. Eventually she turned to Jesus

Fathers don't provoke your children

Ephesians 6:2

Parents use God's words to teach children, therefore children obey God

3. Bring joy and happiness to our parents

Proverbs 23:24-25; 10:1; a wise son makes parents glad;

Forgiving

Keep good relationship

Accompanying them

Visit often, be with them in person

Bring sense of security

Lead a holy life

Love and in peace with siblings

Pray for them, bring them to the Lord

Fear God

So our days in the land God gives will be long.

Serious issue! Otherwise Israelites would be driven out of the promise land
Ephesians 6:2

So you can live a long life

Parents are our living treasures

not a free nanny,

Still chance to take care of them

Sad moment when you want to honor, they have already passed away



